Successful transitions: China - Australia
postgraduate learning in media and communication

Briefing Note

COLLABORATIVE AND INTERACTIVE TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

Collaborative and interactive teaching and learning strategies

The following generic strategies are useful for encouraging collaboration and
interaction in seminars with multi-cultural cohorts. The first few strategies are
particularly appropriate for use at the beginning of the semester when cohorts
may be less confident about participation. As the semester progresses, the more
advanced strategies (in the latfter sections below) might be introduced.

THINK PAIR SHARE

This strategy requires individual reflection on a question, context or
viewpoint, then an exchange of opinions with others before presenting
to the class.

Method:

o Students divided into pairs

o Lecturer asks the question

o Students given time for independent thinking

o Exchange opinions with partner

o Reach optimal answer/opinion/viewpoint

o Randomly invite a few pairs to present to class.

One of the variants of this activity is ‘Think Pair Square’, i.e. form a group
by pulling two pairs together.
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Other strategies include:

o Concept Map
. PMI
. Discussion Web (T-chart)

(Note: these are easily accessible via an online search)
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